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PROCEEDINGS. 


Salisbury  St.  Baptist  Church, 
Friday,  Nov.  1, 1878. 

Pursuant  to  a  call  issued  by  Mr.  John  E.  Ray,  Chairman 
of  the  International  Committee,  delegates  assembled  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a  State  Sunday  School  Convention. 

At  half-past  twelve  o'clock  the  Convention  was  opened 
with  prayer  by  Rev.  S.  D.  Adams,  of  Greensboro. 

Mr.  John  E.  Ray  called  the  Convention  to  order  by  re- 
questing Prof.  J.  B.  Bur  well  to  act  as  temporary  chairman, 
and  N.  B.  Broughton  as  Secretary. 

Prof.  Burwell  introduced  Mr.  Rob't  T.  Gray,  of  Raleigh, 
who  delivered  the  address  of  welcome.    Mr.  Gray  said : 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  : — In  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  arrangements,  and  of  the  citizens  of  Raleigh,  and 
the  pastor  and  members  of  this  church,  it  becomes  my  pleasaut  duty  to 
extend  their  welcome,  to  assure  you  of  the  satisfaction  and  pleasure  with 
which  they  have  witnessed  your  coming  together,  and  to  express  their 
hope  that  your  convention  will  be  harmonious,  your  discussions  profitable, 
and  your  sojourn  in  our  city  pleasant.  At  all  times  Raleigh  extends  a 
welcome  to  the  representatives  of  sister  towns  and  sections,  and  (I  trust  I 
may  say  it  without  impropriety)  dispenses  a  generous  and  unstinted  hospi- 
tality; and  on  an  occasion  like  this  especially,  when  delegates  representing 
all  parts  of  the  State  and  various  religious  beliefs,  laying  aside  the  politi 
cal,  social  and  theological  differences  that  may  divide  them  upon  other 
fields,  at  other  times  and  uuder  other  circumstances,  have  come  together 
united  and  intent  upon  furthering  a  common  cause,  I  say  upon  such  an 
occasion  esoecially,  Raleigh  esteems  it  a  privilege  and  an  honor  to  have 
you  as  guests,  and  will  supplement  and  prove,  by  its  acts,  the  words  Of 
welcome  which  I  have  been  chosen  to  tender. 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  interest  which  a  subject  so  closely  and 
vitally  related  to  the  church,  and  the  progress  of  Christianity  as  the  Sunday 
School  is,  has  of  late  years  excited  in  this  country.  Nearly  eveiy  period, 
since  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  has  been  distinguished  by  some  mark 
of  its  advance  or  decline;  and  if  our  time  be  noted  for  any  special  phase 
of  church  activity,  any  particular  evidence  of  the  progress  of  the  Christian 
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faith,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  impetus  which  has  of  recent  years  been  given 
to  the  work  of  the  Sunday  School,  the  importance  which  is  assigned  to  it 
as  an  arm  or  branch  of  the  church,  and  the  care  and  cultivation  it  has  re- 
ceived from  those  who  have  the  cause  of  the  Christian  religion  most  at 
heart.  The  churches,  in  their  commendable  zeal  to  surpass  one  another  in 
extending  their  power  and  usefulness,  have  become  convinced  that  one  of 
the  best  methods  of  doing  so,  is  to  enlist  the  sympathies,  the  interest,  and 
the  growing  capacities  of  the  young,  recognizing  and  acting  upon  the  truism 
of  the  Statesman,  who  said  that  whoever  should  lead  the  children  of  one 
generation  might  count,  with  certainty,  upon  controlling  the  men  of  the 
next.  And  it  has  even  come  to  pass  that  the  test  of  the  prosperity  of  a 
church  in  a  town  or  city,  is  the  condition  of  its  Sunday  School;  just  as  the 
efficiency  of  a  military  force  is  determined  by  the  training  and  discipline 
its  members  have  received  in  the  training  school  and  on  the  drill  ground. 
The  conventions  held,  the  discussions  had,  the  books  written,  the  newspa- 
pers and  periodicals  published,  the  National  and  International  Committees 
appointed  and  constantly  at  work  in  the  interest  of  the  Sunday  School,  all 
attest  the  universal  esteem  in  which  it  is  held  and  the  importance  assigned 
to  it  in  the  religious  world.  This  may  properly  be  called  the  Sunday 
School  age,  and  the  activity  in  cultivating  and  improving  the  Sunday 
School  work  and  methods,  and  the  results  that  have  followed,  render  this 
era  in  church  history  almost  as  marked  as  any  other,  and  second  only  to 
the  establishment  of  the  church  itself.  It  is  not  contended  that  the  Sunday 
School  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  existence  of  Christianity,  for  that 
system,  founded  as  it  was,  having  the  source  it  had,  and  upheld  by  the 
hand  that  holds  eternity  in  its  grasp,  needs  no  puny  human  power  nor  the 
operation  and  help  of  any  human  agency  to  support  it.  But,  as  dealing 
with  men,  the  church  has  need  of  subordinate  institutions  and  agencies  to 
obtain  control  of  them  and  to  excite  and  stimulate  their  activities.  Abuses 
prevailed  and  languor  existed  in  the  church,  but  Christianity  itself  was  not 
in  danger,  when  Martin  Luther  commenced  his  preaching,  hurled  his  de- 
nunciations, and  carried  out  the  reforms  he  was  raised  up  to  effect.  In 
like  manner  the  church  did  not  absolutely  need  the  institution  of  the  Sun- 
day School  to  enable  it  to  make  progress,  but  just  as  the  influences  that 
Luther  set  at  work  and  the  zeal  and  activity  he  inspired,  started  the  church 
on  a  new  career  of  prosperity  and  usefulness,  so  the  Sunday  School  came 
with  its  modest  but  powerful  influences  to  aid  in  the  work,  to  furnish  new 
fields  of  activity  and  exercise,  and  to  give  the  church  additional  leverage 
and  increase  its  motive  power  for  the  promotion  of  those  objects  for  which 
it  was  introduced  into  the  world.  It  aims  to  impose  upon  the  child  habits 
of  religious  reflection  and  action;  to  educate,  as  it  were,  his  mind  to  piety; 
to  mould  his  thoughts,  words  and  habits  after  the  models  that  the  Scrip- 
tures furnish,  and  to  impress  his  pliant  faculties  with  a  religious  bias  that 
will  remain  through  life;  and  by  this  means  to  lead  him  gradually  into  the 
church  which  he  is  to  adorn  and  support.    It  supplements  and  enforces 
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the  teachings  he  receives  at  home:  that  the  practice  of  virtue  is  a  duty,  as 
well  as  full  of  the  most  beautiful  rewards;  that  Christianity  has  demands 
upon  him  which  must  be  satisfied,  and  that  the  church  is  an  institution 
that  has  Divinity  for  its  author,  through  which  men  hold  communication 
with  Divinity,  and  which,  by  reason  of  its  divine  origin  and  purposes,  is 
entitled  to  their  respect,  reverence  and  support. 

Besides  being  the  gymnasium  or  nursery  of  the  church,  the  Sunday 
School  is  the  child's  place  of  worship,  satisfying  the  promptings  which  in- 
cline every  heart,  whether  of  savage,  child  or  philosopher,  to  venerate  and 
worship  some  divinity.  It  is  a  substitute  for  the  sermonizing  and  grander 
worship  of  the  higher  synagogue  which  the  child  cannot  understand  and 
appreciate.  The  kind  and  gentle  talk  he  hears  is  not  the  high  and  gran- 
diose talk  of  the  pulpit,  often  with  its  doctrinal  questions,  its  abstruse 
speculations  and  its  anything  but  clear  elucidations,  puzzling  older  and 
wiser  heads:  the  songs  in  which  he  vents  his  praise  are  the  pure  and  simple 
outgushings  of  the  heart  in  which  melody  is  more  consulted  than  operatic 
effect,  and  feeling  and  suitability  to  praise  more  than  the  choice  selection 
of  the  words  and  classical  precision  of  the  poetry.  It  cannot  be  claimed 
that  all  Sunday  School  scholars  become  and  remain  ornaments  of  the 
church.  That  would  be  too  reckless  a  statement,  and  one  which  is  contra- 
dicted by  the  plain  facts  of  observation  and  experience.  To  say  that  the 
Sunday  School  never  fails  in  its  influences,  would  be  claiming  for  it  a 
power  more  than  any  human  agency  ever  possessed;  and  to  say  that  all 
whom  it  directs  follow  its  guide  with  unerring  footsteps,  would  be  to  rank 
it  ahead  of  the  church  in  the  work  of  evangelizing  the  world  instead  of 
considering  it  in  its  true  position  as  ancillary  to  the  church  in  that  mission. 
But  it  can  be  safely  claimed  that  the  far  greater  number  of  those  who  are 
the  subjects  of  Sunday  School  influence  and  teaching  do  become  ornaments 
to  the  church,  bright  and  shining  lights  that  add  lustre  to  the  temple  and 
pillars  that  support  it  by  their  strength.  Religious  ideas  once  instilled  into 
the  mind  of  a  child,  religious  devotion  once  implanted  there,  can  never  be 
wholly  eradicated  or  extinguished.  They  may  be  obscured  for  awhile  by 
the  cares  of  business,  the  heat  and  passions  of  youth  and  the  allurements  of 
vicious  pleasures,  but  when  discretion,  age  or  misfortune  overtake  the  man, 
the  obscuring  cause  will  be  removed  and  the  old  impressions  will  reappear. 
The  fire  may  be  overlaid  and  smothered,  but  not  entirely  quenched.  A 
church  composed  of  men  educated  from  their  childhood  in  religion  and 
habituated  to  worship,  is  not  apt  to  languish  and  droop  into  lethargy.  It 
is  then  something  more  than  a  name,  suggestive  of  a  division  into  denomi- 
nations, with  a  mere  set  of  doctrines,  rules  and  confessions  of  faith.  It  is 
then,  something  more  than  a  cold  and  lifeless  figure  in  whose  eye  there  is 
no  light,  in  whose  cheek  there  is  no  warmth  or  color,  and  in  whose  body 
there  is  no  strength  or  vigor.  It  then  ceases  to  be  a  hollow  symbol  at 
which  the  skeptic  casts  a  doubting  glance,  and  the  infidel  mocks  with  his 
triumphant  sneers  and  finger  of  scorn.     Religion  is  not,  with  such  men,  an 
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extra  garment  to  be  taken  out  with  the  rest  of  the  Sunday  clothes  to  he 
dusted  and  worn  in  honor  of  the  day.  Crowds  would  not  then  fill  the  pews 
of  the  church  edifice  to  see  and  to  be  seen,  to  admire  the  rhetoric  and  the* 
atrical  airs  of  the  preacher,  the  magnificence  of  the  music,  and  to  "  keek 
through"  the  airs  and  bonnets  of  their  neighbors  with  "  critical  inspec- 
tion;" nor  would  the  demands  of  conscience  and  piety  be  satisfied  by  the 
regular  dropping  of  the  coin  into  the  confessional  box,  the  faithful  setting 
out  of  tithes,  the  regular  payment  of  the  mint,  annice  and  cummin,  or  by 
the  periodical  submission  to  the  contagion  of  shouting  religion.  The  church 
becomes  a  power  instead,  whose  might  is  felt  in  the  world;  full  of  the  har- 
mony of  heaven  its  influence  pervades  the  things  of  the  world,  smoothes 
the  rough  and  angular  parts  of  its  machinery,  tones  down  its  jarring  dis- 
cord, and  out  of  its  confusion  brings  a  harmony  that  is  akin  to  that  of  the 
celestial  world. 

This  is  the  condition  of  things  aimed  at  by  the  projectors  and  advocates 
of  the  Sunday  School,  and  the  seed  they  have  sown  and  are  sowing,  brings 
forth  an  hundred  fold.  The  church  has  never  yet  been  so  prosperous  as  it 
now  is.  It  has  always  had  opponents,  and  bitter  ones,  too,  to  contend 
with,  but  it  has  fewer  now,  and  less  able  than  ever  before.  Infidelity 
proudly  raised  its  head  and  spread  its  venom,  when  the  bold,  cool  and 
sophistic  Hume  wrote  in  his  easy  and  graceful  style,  and  Paine  cursed  and 
raved,  but  with  their  overthrow  its  serpent  hissings  became  less  loud.  The 
really  great  issues  raised  by  the  opponents  of  Christianity  have  all  been 
settled  in  favor  of  the  church;  the  columbiads  have  all  been  silenced,  and 
though,  as  long  as  the  warfare  continues,  which  will  be  until  "  Heaven's 
archangel  sounds  o'er  us  the  trump  of  earth's  final  evangel,"  fanciful  doc- 
trines and  theories  will  be  invented  as  the  weapons  of  infidelity,  yet  they 
are  rather  the  playthings  of  the  imagination  and  a  puffed-up  philosophy, 
and  like  toy  torpedoes  their  only  effect  is  the  tiny  noise  they  make  by  their 
self-explosion.  I  repeat  the  wish  that  your  convention  may  be  productive 
of  good  results;  that  your  discussions  of  the  best  methods  of  teaching  and 
conducting  the  Sunday  School  may  elicit  views  and  ideas  that  all  may 
adopt  with  profit,  and  that  when  you  leave  here  it  may  be  with  renewed 
zeal  and  increased  determination  to  fashion  model  Christians  out  of  the  ma- 
terial committed  to  your  care.  Every  teacher  is  an  artist ;  the  soul  of  the 
pupil  is  the  material  in  his  hands;  to  fashion  it  into  beauty  or  perfection, 
or  to  spoil  and  mar  it,  is  equally  within  his  power.  The  sculptor  under 
whose  deft  chisel  and  genius  the  rough  marble  takes  shape  and  grows 
gradually  into  the  proportions  of  a  beautiful  statue,  almost  breathing  with 
life,  must  feel  a  glow  of  pride  and  joy  as  the  beauty  of  his  work  appears. 
It  is  still  a  grander  thing  to  be  the  Pygmalion  of  a  soul  and  see  it  grow  into 
beauty  and  Christian  perfection  under  prayerful,  wise  and  tender  care.  To 
do  this  is  the  province  and  glorious  privilege  of  the  Sunday  School  teacher. 
May  your  deliberations  result  in  giving  to  the  teacher  the  best  implement* 
and  wisest  methods  to  attain  the  highest  success  of  his  art. 
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In  response  to  this  appropriate  and  able  address,  Hon.  J. 
C.  Scarborough  accepted  the  hospitality  proffered  in  a  speech 
that  was  earnest,  dignified  and  full  of  good  feeling. 

Gen.  R.  D.  Johnston,  of  Charlotte,  was  also  expected  to 
reply  on  behalf  of  the  visiting  delegates,  but  he  was  detained 
at  home  by  urgent  professional  engagements. 

On  motion  of  Col.  J.  M.  Heck,  of  Raleigh,  a  committee  of 
one  from  each  denomination  represented  was  selected  to 
nominate  permanent  officers. 

The  Chair  appointed  Rev.  Dr.  Pritchard  of  Raleigh,  Rev. 
W.  G.  Clements,  of  Morrisville,  A.  M.  McPheeters,  H.  A. 
Gudger,  of  Raleigh,  Duncan  White,  of  High  Point,  and  J. 
A.  Lineback,  of  Salem. 

On  motion  of  N.  B.  Broughton  a  committee  of  three  on 
Credentials  was  appointed. 

Chair  appointed  N.  B.  Broughton,  John  E.  Ray  and  A. 
D.Taylor. 

Mr.  John  E.  Ray  then  read  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  : 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Executive  Committee  appointed  by  the  North  Carolina  State  dele- 
gation at  the  Second  International  Sunday  School  Convention,  held  at  At- 
lanta, Ga. ,  in  April,  1878,  respectfully  report  as  follows : 

At  the  Convention  named  above,  there  were  present  from  North  Carolina 
fifteen  delegates,  representing  three  ql  the  leading  denominations  in  the 
State.  Among  the  other  States  and  Provinces  of  the  Canadas  represented 
there  were  very  few  which  had  not  State  or  Provincial  organizations.  One 
of  this  small  number  was  North  Carolina.  And  to  no  one  can  the  defi- 
ciency in  this  department  of  our  labor  be  so  well  pictured  as  to  those  who 
were  eye  witnesses  of  the  contrasts. 

Unwilling  to  be  any  longer  backward  in  so  noble  a  cause,  the  represen- 
tatives from  those  States  without  organizations  held  a  meeting  and  decided 
to  appoint  a  committee  from  their  respective  delegations  to  devise  means 
for  fully  organizing  their  State  work.  In  consequence  a  committee  of  six 
was  appointed  from  our  State  delegation,  two  from  each  denomination 
represented,  to  push  forward  the  work  of  State  organization  to  completion 
at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 

On  the  return  home  of  the  committee,  work  was  immediately  begun  and 
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kept  up  with  as  much  zest  as  possible.  Letters  were  written,  cards  were 
published  in  several  papers,  and  the  cause  as  arduously  pushed  and  as 
warmly  advocated  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

After  much  consultation,  the  committee  decided  that  Raleigh,  being  a 
central  point  and  easy  of  access,  was  the  place  for  the  first  meeting.  Ef- 
forts were  at  first  made  to  have  the  Convention  sometime  during  the  sum- 
mer; but  this,  after  due  consideration,  was  thought  unadvisable,  from  the 
fact  that  so  many  of  the  citizens  are  absent  from  the  city  at  that  season,  to- 
gether with  the  unpleasantness  of  the  weather. 

At  last,  about  two  months  ago,  the  present  time  was  decided  upon  and 
the  work  again  more  vigorously  advocated  than  before ;  and  after  much 
reflection  and  not  a  little  care,  your  committee  has  the  honor  and  the  pleas- 
ure of  presenting  to  this  body  the  present  pleasing  prospect  of  a  successful 
meeting  and  glorious  results  to  be  achieved  in  the  future. 

We  also  present  for  your  consideration  the  programme  of  exercises  al- 
ready distributed  among  the  audience. 

May  the  God  of  all  grace,  the  Giver  of  every  good  gift,  the  Preserver  of 
our  lives,  the  Advocate  of  our  noble  work — the  grandest  undertaking  of 
the  age — be  with  us  in  all  our  deliberations.  And  may  the  influence  of 
the  Spirit — the  Holy  Comforter — with  the  love  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
preside  over  us  and  guide  and  crown  our  efforts  to  advance  His  cause. 

On  behalf  of  Committee.  JOHN  E.  RAY,  Chairman. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  report  the  Convention  adjourn- 
ed to  3  o'clock. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President.    Song, 
"We  may  all  be  standard-bearers  in  the  army  of  the  Lord." 
Prayer  by  Rev.  W.  G.  Clements. 

Proceedings  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  committee  on  Permanent  Organization  reported  as 
follows : 

President.— John  B.  Burwell. 

Vice  Presidents.— Duncan  White,  James  T.  Lineback,  Rev.  Wm.  G. 
Clements,  Wm.  Murdock,  T.  D.  Boone,  Rev.  G.  B.  Wetmore  and  Rev. 
S.  D.  Adams. 

Secretaries.— N.  B.  Broughton  and  W.  S.  Primrose. 

Treasurer.— D.  W.  Bain. 

The  report  was  adopted. 
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Mr.  Burwell  tendered  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred,  and 
announced  the  Convention  ready  for  business. 
The  committee  on  Credentials  reported  as  follows  : 

Arthur  L.  Butt,  Tryon  St.  Methodist,  Charlotte. 

Duncan  White,  Springfield  Society  of  Friends,  Guilford  county. 

T.  D.  Boone,  Buckhorn  Baptist,  Riddicksville,  Hertford  county. 

W.  H.  Morris,  Morrisville  Baptist,  Morrisville. 

James  T.  Lineback,  Salem  Moravian,  Salem. 

W.  B.  Smith  and  J.  C.  Caddell,  Forestville  Baptist,  Forestville. 

W.  T.  Patterson,  Bethel  Methodist,  Granville  county. 

E.  S.  Dunn,  Mt.  Vernon  Baptist,  Wake  county. 

V.  B.  Tomlinson,  Clayton  Baptist,  Clayton. 

Rev.  W.  C.  Norman,  Person  St.  Methodist,  Raleigh. 

B.  F.  McCullen,  Orange  Methodist,  Chapel  Hill. 
L.  C.  Dunn,  Dunnsville  Baptist,  Neuse. 

A.  M.  McPheeters,  W.  S.  Primrose,  John  B.  Burwell,  E.  R.  Stamps  and 
L.  D.  Heartt,  First  Presbyterian,  Raleigh. 

H.  A.  Gudger,  Brooklyn  Methodist,  Raleigh. 

W.  A.  Betts,  Chapel  Hill  Methodist,  Chapel  Hill. 

Rev.  W.  G.  Clements,  O'Kelly's  Chapel,  Hayes'  Chapel,  Wake  Chapel, 
Catawba  Springs,  (Christian),  Morrisville. 

Romulus  H.  Gower,  Mt.  Moriah  Baptist,  Wake  county. 

W.  D.  Jones,  Wake  X  Roads  Baptist,  Wake  county. 

John  C.  Scarborough,  Selma  Baptist,  Selma. 

Fred.  Jones,  Tarboro  Methodist,  Tarboro. 

D.  W.  Bain,  Edenton  St.,  Methodist,  Raleigh. 

W.  L.  Graves,  Selma  Methodist,  Selma. 

P.  D.  Weaver,  Buchanan  Baptist,  Guilford  county. 

Wm.  Murdoch,  First  Presbyterian,  Salisbury. 

J.  M.  Heck,  Salisbury  St.  Baptist,  Raleigh. 

J.  I.  Crutchfield,  Rock  Spring  Baptist,  Chatham  county. 

Rev.  J.  W.  F.  Rogers,  Apex  Baptist,  Apex. 

Theo.  Evans,  Mt.  Pisgah  Baptist,  Cumberland  county. 

A.  G.  Newell,  Greensboro  Baptist,  Greensboro. 

C.  H.  Smith,  New  Hope  Baptist,  Sampson  county. 
S.  M.  Carleton,  Warsaw  Baptist,  Duplin  county. 
Rev.  C.  T.  Bailey,  Warrenton  Baptist,  Warren  ton. 

Rev.  G.  S.  Jones,  Agent  American  Sunday  School  Union,  Wilmington. 

W.  S.  Jenks,  Olive  Chapel  Baptist,  Wake  county. 

Rev.  S.  D.  Adams,  Greensboro  Methodist,  Greensboro. 

Isham  Royall,  Salem  Baptist,  Sampson  county. 

W.  T.  Womble  and  N.  B.  Broughton,  Swain  St.  Baptist,  Raleigh. 

W.  L.  Poteat,  Wake  Forest  Baptist,  Wake  Forest. 
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M.  V.  McDuffie,  Fayetteville  Baptist,  Fayette ville. 

H.  D.  Mason,  Mt.  Pisgah  Baptist,  Chatham  county. 

A.  D.  Taylor,  Second  Presbyterian,  Raleigh. 

J.  P.  Massey,  Evergreen  Baptist,  Wake  county. 

G.  B.  LaBoyteaux,  Henderson  Methodist,  Henderson. 

0.  G.  Yates,  Presbyterian,  Greensboro. 

C.  F.  Meadows,  Baptist,  Henderson. 

W.  Stell  and  Miss  Arabella  Stell,  Wake  X  Roads. 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Richardson,  Baptist,  High  Point. 

Maj.  C.  H.  Clark,  Baptist,  Cary. 

The  first  order  of  business  on  the  programme  being  "Re- 
ports from  counties  by  selected  representatives,"  the  follow-/ 
ing  reported :    Chatham,   Edgecombe,   Duplin,    Forsythe, 
Granville,  Guilford,  Hertford,  Johnston. 

Pending  the  reports,  Mr.  Ray  announced  that  Rev.  G.  S. 
Jones,  Agent  American  S.  S.  Union  for  North  Carolina, 
would  conduct  the  responsive  service,  and  that  T.  D.  Boone, 
A.  M.  McPheeters  and  Rev.  S.  D.  Adams,  would  lead  the 
discussion  on  topics  selected  for  the  evening. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Primrose  moved  that  the  speeches  for  the  even- 
ing be  limited  to  ten  minutes.     Adopted. 

Also,  that  reports  of  representatives  be  limited  to  five 
minutes.     Adopted. 

Reports  from  Sampson,  Person  and  Wake  were  heard. 

Rev.  R.  Burwell,  Prof.  F.  P.  Hobgood,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  M.  At- 
kinson, of  Raleigh,  and  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
were  recognized  and  welcomed  to  seats. 

After  which  the  Convention  adjourned. 

Night  Session. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, by  President  Burwell,  and  was  opened  with  prayer 
by  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

After  an  interesting  responsive  Bible  Reading,  conducted 
by  Rev.  G.  S.  Jones,  of  the  American  S.  S.  Union, 

The  subject  of  the  evening,  "What  has  been  done  for  the 
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Sunday  School  cause  in  North  Carolina,"  was  announced 
by  the  President.  * 

The  discussion  was  opened  by  T.  D.  Boone,  of  Riddicks- 
ville,  Hertford  county,  N.  C,  after  whose  address  the  song, 

"Bringing  in  the  sheaves," 
was  sung. 

Rev.  S.  D.  Adams,  of  Greensboro,  and  A.  M.  McPheeters, 
of  Raleigh,  next  spoke  on  the  subject  under  discussion. 

Song:  "Stand  not  idle." 

The  Rev.  J.  S.  Watkins  was  recognized  and  welcomed  to 
a  seat. 

On  motion,  the  Reports  from  Counties  was  continued, 
commencing  with  the  next  county  (Wake)  on  the  roll,  sev- 
eral delegates  responding. 

Song:  "  'Neath  Elim's  cooling  palms." 

After  several  additional  reports  from  Wake  county,  and 
singing  the 

Song:  "Christ  on  the  waters," 
and  benediction  by  Rev.  G.  S.  Jones,  the  Convention  ad- 
journed to  meet  Saturday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday  Morning,  Nov.  2d,  1878. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock,  Presi- 
dent Burwell  in  the  chair.     Prayer  by  Duncan  White. 

Song:  "Nearer  my  God  to  Thee." 

Proceedings  of  last  night  read  and  approved. 

Responsive  Scripture  exercise  by  N.  B.  Broughton. 

Prayer  by  A.  G.  Newell. 

Song:  "Rock  of  Ages." 

Letters  were  read  from  Rev.  L.  C.  Vass,  of  Newbern,  and 
Rev.  J.  J.  Renn,  of  Salisbury,  regretting  their  inability  to 
attend,  and  wishing  success  to  the  labors  of  the  Convention. 
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Mr.  John  E.  Ray  moved  that  a  committee  of  one  from 
each  denomination  represented  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  for  the  government  of  this  body  ; 
said  committee  to  report  at  our  next  meeting.  The  motion 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  M.  McPheeters  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  an  Executive  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  who  shall 
fix  the  time  and  place  of  the  next  meeting  of  this  Convention,  arrange  the 
programme  and  provide  speakers  for  the  discussion  of  the  subjects  that 
may  be  selected. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Rev.  W.  R.  Gwaltney,  of  Raleigh,  Rev.  Dr.  T.  M.  Jones, 
of  Greensboro,  Prof.  W.  B.  Royall,  of  Wake  Forest  College, 
were  recognized,  and  welcomed  to  seats  in  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Graves,  of  Selma,  a  Conventional 
Prayer  meeting  was  appointed  for  to-morrow  morning  at 
8:30  o'clock  in  the  Lecture  Room  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  M.  McPheeters,  of  Raleigh,  the  time 
appointed  for  the  Mass  Meeting  for  to-morrow  afternoon 
was  changed  from  3  to  3:30  o'clock. 

The  subject  selected  for  discussion,  "What  is  our  work?" 
was  announced. 

Duncan  White,  of  Springfield,  Guilford  county,  addressed 
the  body.  He  was  followed  by  Jas.  T.  Lineback,  of  Salem, 
and  Rev.  W.  C.  Norman  and  Mr.  P.  F.  Pescud,  of  Raleigh, 
Rev.  G.  S.  Jones,  of  Wilmington,  A.  G.  Newell,  of  Greens- 
boro, Rev.  Dr.  Pritchard,  A.  M.  McPheeters  and  A.  D.  Tay- 
lor. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Prof.  J.  A.  Delke,  of 
Murfreesboro,  expressing  regret  at  being  unavoidably  kept 
from  the  Convention,  and  giving  his  views  on  the  Sunday 
School  work. 

The  following  speakers  were  announced  for  the  remain- 
ing services  of  the  Convention : 
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Saturday  Afternoon. — Rev.  John  8.  Watkins,  Isham  Royall,  Col.  J. 
M.  Heck. 

Saturday  Evening.  ^J.  M.  White,  D.  Roberts,  E.  R.  Stamps. 

Sunday  Afternoon.— Rev.  J.  D.  Hufham,  H.  A.  Gudger,  Prof.  W.  C. 
Kerr,  C.  G.  Yates,  B.  F.  Montague,  W.  S.  Primrose. 

Mr.  A.  M.  McPheeters,  Superintendent  of  the  Penitentiary 
Sunday  School,  extended  an  invitation  to  the  Convention 
to  visit  the  same  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock,  which  was  ac- 
cepted. 

After  which  the  Convention  adjourned. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  President  Bur- 
well. 

Song:  "There  is  a  Fountain  filled  with  blood." 

Prayer  by  Wm.  Murdoch,  of  Salisbury. 

Minutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  on  Finance. 
Adopted,  and  Col.  J.  M.  Heck,  C.  G.  Yates  and  A.  G.  Newell 
were  appointed. 

On  motion,  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  appointing 
ah  Executive  Committee  was  adopted,  was  reconsidered. 

By  consent  the  resolution  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Wm.  Murdoch  moved  that  the  time  and  place  of  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Convention  be  now  considered.  Motion 
adopted. 

Mr.  Murdoch  placed  in  nomination  Salisbury. 

Mr.  Yates  placed  in  nomination  Greensboro. 

Mr.  McPheeters  nominated  Raleigh. 

The  vote  being  taken  by  ballot  Greensboro  was  selected 
as  the  place  of  the  next  Convention. 

So  much  of  the  motion  appointing  the  time  and  place  of 
the  next  Convention  as  regulates  the  time,  was  reconsidered, 
and  that  matter  left  to  an  Executive  Committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed. 
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Col.  Heck  moved  that  an  Executive  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  7  members,  3  of  whom  shall  reside  in 
and  around  Greensboro  and  constitute  a  quorum.     Carried. 

The  following  was  offered  and  adopted : 

Besolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  shall,  in  the  name  of  the  Conven- 
tion, prepare  an  address  to  the  Sunday  School  workers  in  the  State  urging 
them  to  organize  township  and  county  conventions,  in  order  that  the  great 
Sunday  School  work  in  the  State  may  be  thoroughly  prosecuted,  and  that 
the  editors  of  the  religious  and  secular  papers  of  the  State  be  requested  to 
publish  the  same;  and 

Besolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  transact  any 
business  necessary  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Convention. 

The  President  announced  the  order  of  the  day,  discussion 
of  the  subject,  "How  is  the  work  best  promoted?"  The 
discussion  was  opened  by  Isham  Roy  all,  Esq.,  followed  by 
Col.  J.  M.  Heck  and  Win.  Murdoch. 

Communications  were  read  from  Col.  R.  D.  Johnston, 
Charlotte,  Gen.  Rob't  B.  Vance,  Asheville,  Rev.  N.  B.  Cobb, 
Lilesville,  Rev.  L.  C.  Vass,  Newbern,  Rev.  J.  J.  Renn,  Salis- 
bury, N.  C.  Also  from  Gov.  Colquitt,  of  Georgia,  Rev.  John 
McCullough,  Supt.  Southern  Department  Missions,  Ameri- 
can S.  S.  Union,  Henderson,  Ky.,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Vincent, 
New  Jersey,  Rev.  G.  A.  Peltz,  of  New  York,  expressing 
regret  at  not  being  able  to  be  present. 

Night  Session. 

Called  to  order  by  the  President.  Song  :  "  The  Sheltering 
Rock."    Prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Burwell. 

The  responsive  Scripture  exercises  were  then  conducted  by 
Rev.  G.  S.  Jones. 

The  last  subject  on  the  programme,  "  The  progress  of  the 
Sunday  School  cause  in  general,"  was  taken  up  and  ably 
discussed  by  J.  M.  White,  of  Clayton,  D.  Roberts,  of  Brook- 
lyn, Capt.  E.  R.  Stamps  and  Rev.  Rob't  Burwell,  of  this  city. 

The  President  announced  the  following  committees  crea- 
ted this  afternoon. 
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Executive  Committee. — John  E.  Ray,  chairman,  Raleigh ;  C.  G.  Yates, 
Prof.  Alderman,  R.  L.  Vernon,  Greensboro;  Dr.  T.  C.  Smith,  Charlotte; 
Rev.  L.  C.  Vass,  Newbern:  Duncan  White,  Guilford  county;  Rev.  D.  A. 
Long,  Graham;  Jas.  T.  Lineback,  Salem. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws. — W.  S.  Primrose,  chairman,  R.  T.  Gray, 
N.  B.  Broughton,  Raleigh;  Rev,  W.  G.  Clements,  Morrisville;  E.A.Ebert, 
Salem ;  Albert  Peele. 

Mr.  John  E.  Ray  introduced  the  following,  which  were 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  Bro.  W.  L. 
Graves,  of  Selma,  for  the  use  of  the  nice  organ  furnished  by  himself  to  the 
Convention,  and  which  has  added  so  much  to  the  interest  of  the  meeting. 

Besolved,  That  this  expression  of  our  gratitude  be  given  to  the  officers  of 
the  various  Railroads  mentioned  below  for  the  courtesy  extended  this  body 
in  the  transportation  of  the  representatives:  Raleigh  and  Gaston;  Raleigh 
&  Augusta  Air-Line;  Seaboard  and  Roanoke;  "Wilmington  &  Weldon;  At- 
lantic, Tennessee  &  Ohio;  Atlantic  &  North  Carolina;  Western  North  Car- 
olina; Western  Road;  and  the  Carolina  Central. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported,  suggesting  that  each 
school  represented  in  this  Convention,  upon  the  return  of 
the  delegates,  will  at  once  take  up  a  collection  and  forward 
the  same  to  the  Treasurer,  D.  W.  Bain,  of  Raleigh,  to  further 
the  work  of  the  Convention,  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  au- 
thorized to  pay  out  moneys  upon  a  warrant  signed  by  the 
President  and  countersigned  by  the  chairman  of  the  Exec- 
utive Committee. 

Pending  the  adoption  of  this  report  pledges  were  made 
by  individuals  and  schools,  through  their  representatives, 
to  the  amount  of  $71. 

A  resolution  of  thanks  was  tendered  Mr.  John  E.  Ray 
for  his  labors  in  the  assembling  and  organization  of  this  the 
first  State  Sunday  School  Convention  ever  held  in  itforth 
Carolinr. 

J.  B.  BURWELL, 

N.  B.  Broughton,  President. 

W.  S.  Primrose, 

Secretaries. 
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SUNDAY. 

At  8J  o'clock,  A.  M.,  a  Prayer  Meeting  was  held  in  the 
Lecture  Room  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church. 

At  2  P.  M.,  the  delegates  visited  the  Sunday  School  at  the 
Penitentiary,  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  of  Raleigh,  with  Mr.  A.  M. 
McPheeters  as  Superintendent.  Songs  were  sung  and  ad- 
dresses were  delivered  by  Mr.  Daniel  Roberts,  of  Brooklyn, 
Mr.  0.  G.  Yates,  of  Greensboro,  Rev.  G.  S.  Jones,  and  others. 

At  3}  o'clock  a  Mass  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Salisbury 
Street  Baptist  Church,  which  was  addressed  by  C.  G.  Yates, 
B.  F.  Montague,  W.  S.  Primrose,  Rev.  J.  D.  Huf  ham,  H.  A. 
Gudger  and  Prof.  W.  C.  Kerr. 

At  night  another  Mass  Meeting  was  held  and  addresses 
delivered  by  a  number  of  the  delegates. 


